Report to OHDUG on the CLA conference SirsiDynix Meeting May 24th, 2007 at the Alcock Room, Convention Centre, St. John’s, Nfld.
I was pleased to join 750 delegates from across the country to explore the theme “Retain-Recruit-Restructure: Regenerating the Library Community” at this year’s CLA conference, in the Delta Hotel and Mile One Centre. 
The first keynote presentation on Thursday AM was given by Dr. Linda Duxbury of Carleton University’s School of Business. She addressed the conference theme head on by using her statistical research findings combined with a very humorous approach to the serious (and normally dry) topic of demographic shifts in population. In addressing the Baby Boom Generation of librarians she explained, “It’s your fault because you were born in large numbers and you didn’t die”. While most Baby Boom Librarians will be retiring in the next few years, Dr. Duxbury is convinced that the Generation X and Y librarians replacing them have a very different attitude to the workplace. They seek challenging and exciting work, flexibility, opportunities to learn, are opinionated and demanding in terms of employment benefits. Recruiting new librarians from this group will be a challenge for administrators, as the number of openings will exceed the number of graduate students in library and information science. As a consequence, there will be more fluidity in the library job market in the coming decades, than there has been in the past.
Following the official opening in the Mile One Centre, there was an opportunity to tour the 95 booths in the exhibit hall and interact with a mix of national and regional vendors present.

At noon on Thursday, I chaired (representing our Canadian member on the CODI board – Elaine Bird of Pickering Public Library) a luncheon meeting of the SirsiDynix Canadian Users in the Alcock Room of the Convention Centre. This was the first opportunity for both Unicorn and Horizon system administrators to meet with the vendor following the announcement on March 13th that the future development of Horizon was suspended by the new private banker Vista Equity Partners. Stephen Abram, VP Innovation made a presentation and then answered questions about the future direction of the company. Audio of Stephen’s presentation will be available on the OHDUG website:
http://www.stratford.library.on.ca/ohdug.htm
Appended to this report is a brief edited version of the Q&A
On Friday, SirsiDynix offered a luncheon presentation on the new features of Unicorn GL3.1 (which is the basis of the new “Rome” ILS available in Q4 of 2007) and the Enterprise Portal Solution.

